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Minutes of the NZMSS 47th Annual General Meeting

Convened at 12:15 on 30th August 2007 at the University of Waikato, Hamilton 

Present: Abby Smith (chair), Bob Hickman, Andrew Bell, Mary Sewell, Ann McCrone, Emma Summerville, Sheryl Miller, Richard Gorman, Phil Ross, Phil James, Sarah Bury, Kim Currie, Natalie Robinson, Keren Spong, Sam DuFresne, Clair Conwell, Bill Ballantine, Andrea Alfaro, Katrin Berkenbush, Mary Livingston, Alison MacDiarmid, Conrad Pilditch
1. Apologies: Kareen Schnabel, Colin McLay, 
2. Minutes of the 2006 AGM Bob Hickman, seconded by Sam DuFresne, moved these be accepted as correct. Motion carried.

3. Reports


a. Presidents Report:  The following report was tabled and delivered by Abby:

NZMSS President’s Report
30 August 2007

The Society’s mission is to provide a means of communication within the marine science community, encourage and assist marine science students and young scientists, and provide advice to government on marine policy issues.  
Communication

· Council held 10 meetings, roughly monthly

· Bi-monthly newsletters (both email and on the web)

· NZMSS web site

· NZMSS list server

· Annual conferences

Encouraging and Assisting

· First Overseas Conference Travel Awards

· Student Research Award

· NZMSS award for lifetime achievement.

Raising the Profile of Marine Science

· Public lectures by Dennis Gordon, our previous lifetime achievement award winner

· NZMSS Review, many thanks to editor Lucy Jack

Advocacy & Submissions

· Letters to Ministers of conservation and fisheries advocating for establishment of Science Advisory Body to develop MPA Network Design Guidelines
· Letter to International Union of Geodesy and Geophysics in support of the Australian-NZ bid to co-host the General Assembly of the IUGG in Melbourne in 2011

· Letter to Chair of the Marsden Fund, noting the lack of marine expertise on review panels

· Email to Royal Society of New Zealand outlining ideas for their submission on the draft New Zealand Curriculum

· Submission on Draft Biosecurity Strategy for New Zealand

· Submission on Proposed Extension to the Temporary Blue Cod Amateur Fishery Closures in Milford & Doubtful Sounds

· Submission on Proposed Interim Measures for Hector’s Dolphins

Abby added that the society was in good heart. There were 270 participants at the conference, there is money in the bank and the society is delivering on its mission. She thanked Bob Hickman and Alison MacDiarmid particularly for their efforts during the year in keeping the Councils operations performing.

b. Treasurer’s Report
Andrea Alfaro/Bob Hickman
Bob and Andrea  prepared the appended Income and Expenditure Account for the year ended 31 March 2007.

The key feature is that expenditure exceeded income by $7,683 because of extra expenditure on supporting student activities, as generally directed by the 2006 AGM. The balance at the end of the financial year was $50,083.


c. Membership Secretary’s Report
Emma Summerville

Emma reported that as of 30 August 2007 membership stood at 240, compared with 130 at the same time in 2006. Membership appears to be increasing. Email is proving to be the best method for contact with members regarding membership fees. However there have been a few bounced emails mainly from former students who have now left university. 
4. Matters arising from reports and minutes

· Student Research Award

There were 6 applications. These were assessed by a team headed by Mark Costello and including Bob Hickman and Brian Paavo. They agreed that the award for 2007 would be made to Philip Ross.

· Promotion of  marine science to the general public

· Dennis Gordon, previous winner of the NZMSS Award spoke at SeaWeek. He had also agreed to speak at the Otago Science Festival but this was not held during 2007. Wendy Nelson, the latest winner of the NZMSS Award needs to be asked to give a public lecture.

5. Forthcoming NZMSS conferences
2008 conference is to be joint with AMSA in Christchurch. The organising committee comprises Dave Schiel, Islay Marsden and Mike Hickford. Mike agreed to be the contact person for inclusion in council meetings. The lecture rooms are already booked. The organising committee are open to suggestions for a theme. The theme needs to be attractive to sponsors but wide enough that marine scientists from a range of disciplines in NZ and Australia can fit under it umbrella. Various themes including Antarctic Research, Cumulative impacts, NZ/Australia Tropics to Antarctica. May pay to make the title descriptive to make it general and thus of broad interest.

2009 Conference – with Meteorological Society in Auckland

2010 Conference - 50th Anniversary of NZMSS in Wellington

2011 Conference – joint with Freshwater Society in Dunedin? To arrange this council needs to contact FW Society soon. The current president is Kevin Collier kevin.collier@ew.govt.nz
6. General Business 
a. Proposed budgets. Abby raised discussion on planning the finances of the Society.  She asked how much of the accumulated assets should the Society spend and still be financially responsible? Abby then discussed the attached indicative budgets for the next 2 years. She proposed that the society spend $10-$15k of capital over the next two years, conservatively leaving a balance of $20k in March 2009. Islay Marsden and Conrad Pilditch immediately supported the proposal and general agreement was quickly reached. There was no vote. However several points were raised which members requested the incoming council take into consideration when planning over the next few years:

· Need to spend more to get NZMSS prize winners speaking in the main centres. Bill Ballantine offered to speak if other winners were over committed. Abby to contact Wendy Nelson and discuss speaking over the next 12 months. Arrangements for speaking could be made through the Royal Society.

· Need better information about NZMSS prise awardees on the NZMSS web page.

· Should we be setting aside some funds now to support the next joint conference with AMSA in Australia?

 b Other business. Bill Ballantine urged members to put in a submission of the draft classification and protection standard for MPA’s. It was suggested that Bill should send his comments in writing to Alison MacDiarmid and Sheryl Miller who are preparing the NZMSS submission. It was also agreed that a Friday lunchtime meeting be announced to allow other members comments and concerns about the classification and standard to feed into the NZMSS submission.
7. Election of Officers
Officers

President – Abby Smith elected unopposed

Vice-president – Sheryl Miller elected unopposed

Immediate past-president – Bob Hickman

Treasurer – Clair Conwell elected unopposed 
Secretary – Alison MacDiarmid elected unopposed

Council members

Colin McLay elected unopposed

Andrea Alfaro elected unopposed

Conrad Pilditch elected unopposed 

Mark Costello elected unopposed

Mary Sewell elected unopposed
Ann McCrone elected unopposed

Honorary Members

Conference Organiser, Mike Hickford 

Membership Secretary – Emma Summerville
Review Editor – Abby to advertise

Webmaster – Brian  Paavo until position is filled
Student Representatives

Suzanne Garrett, Auckland 

Phil Ross – Waikato

Emma Summerville - Canterbury

Natalie Robinson – Otago

Anna Wood - Otago

The meeting closed at 1:10 pm
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	Income and Expenditure Account for the year ended 31 March 2007

	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	
	
	
	
	2007

	Income
	
	
	
	
	

	Subscriptions Received 
	
	
	9525

	Conference Net Income
	
	
	2885

	Donation
	
	
	
	
	5000

	Interest Received
	
	
	            
	1614

	Total Income
	
	
	
	$19,024

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Expenditure
	
	
	
	

	NZ Marine Sciences Review   
	
	
	1808

	Royal Society of NZ - affiliation fees
	
	669

	First Overseas Conference Travel Awards
	
	9500

	Council and General Expenses
	
	
	3702

	NZMSS Prizes
	
	
	
	700

	Student Travel Grants
	
	
	
	6240

	Bank Fees
	
	
	
	
	388

	MFish students sponsorship  
	
	
	3375

	Auditor’s Fees
	
	
	
	325

	Total Expenditure
	
	
	
	$26,707

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Surplus (Deficit) of Income over Expenditure         
	-$7,683

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	New Zealand Marine Sciences Society
	
	

	Balance Sheet for the year ended 31 March 2007
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Members Funds:
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Balance 1 April 2006
	
	
	
	$57,615

	Surplus (Deficit) of Income over Expenditure for Year
	-$7,683

	Balance 31 March 
	
	
	       
	$49,932

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Represented by:
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Westpac - Cheque Account
	
	
	2730

	Westpac - Term Investment
	
	
	32353

	Westpac - Term Investment
	
	
	15000

	
	
	
	
	
	50083

	Less Accounts Payable
	
	
	0

	
	
	
	
	
	$50,083

	
	
	
	
	
	


Proposed Indicative Budgets

	
	ACTUAL
	ACTUAL
	ACTUAL
	ACTUAL
	BUDGET
	BUDGET

	
	03-04
	04-05
	05-06
	06-07
	07-08
	08-09

	Income
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Subscriptions
	11,304 
	8,750 
	3,951 
	9525 
	4,000 
	4,000 

	Conference Net Income
	8,435 
	7,590 
	29,440 
	2,885 
	3,000 
	3,000 

	Donation
	0 
	300 
	0 
	5,000 
	0 
	0 

	Interest Received
	2,043 
	400 
	2,689 
	1,614 
	1,500 
	1,500 

	Total Income
	21,782 
	17,040 
	36,080 
	19,024 
	8,500 
	8,500 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Expenditure -- Fixed costs 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	NZMSS “Review”
	6,243 
	7,164 
	1,605 
	1,808 
	1000 
	1000 

	RoySocNZ - affiliation fees
	619 
	643 
	643 
	669 
	700 
	700 

	Council and General Expenses
	737 
	1,915 
	1,050 
	2,102 
	2,200 
	2,200 

	Honoraria (review, membership)
	0 
	0 
	149 
	1,600 
	1,600 
	1,600 

	Bank Fees
	325 
	341 
	365 
	388 
	400 
	400 

	Auditor’s Fees
	135 
	150 
	150 
	325 
	350 
	350 

	Contingency (10%)
	
	
	
	
	650 
	600 

	Total fixed costs
	8,059 
	10,213 
	3,962 
	6,892 
	6,900 
	6,900 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Expenditure -- Discretionary costs
	
	
	
	
	

	Student Conf. Travel Grants
	5,350 
	4,412 
	216 
	6,240 
	7,000 
	7,000 

	First Overseas Conference Travel 
	7,550 
	1,000 
	3,000 
	9,500 
	5,000 
	5,000 

	Awards & Prizes
	110 
	1,050 
	255 
	700 
	500 
	500 

	Student Research Grants
	
	
	
	3,375 
	4,000 
	4,000 

	Lecture Tour
	
	
	
	0
	
	

	Total discretionary costs
	13,010 
	6,462 
	3,471 
	19,815 
	16,500 
	16,500 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Expenditure
	21,069 
	16,675 
	7,433 
	26,707 
	23,400 
	23,400 

	Total Income
	21,782 
	17,040 
	36,080 
	19,024 
	8,500 
	8,500 

	Surplus (Deficit)
	713 
	365 
	28,647 
	(7,683)
	(14,900)
	(14,900)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Balance at 31 March
 (end of yr)
	28,603 
	28,968 
	57,615 
	49,932 
	35,032
	20,132 


